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village, called Rir4, still exists as a hamlet of the modern town. Tt belonged
to a family of Jits ; but their estate was transferred by sale to the temple
Péndas, who also enjoy an endowment of four other villages rent free, a
grant from Sindbia. They are all descendants of the Bairdgi by whom the
image was produeed, and are by caste Ahivasis, a singularly low and illiterate
pseudo-Brahmanical tribe, who as it would seem are not known in any
part of India beyond the Mathuri district. The name is said to be derived
from the great serpent (a4i) kiliya, and they represent the village of San-
rakh, near the Kili-mardan Ghat at Brindd-ban, as their first home.

Note.—The interesting temple of Hari-deva at Gebardhan was in perfeet preserva-
tion, exeopting only the loss of its two towers, till the end of the year 1871, Tho roof
of the nave then began to give away, and now has entirely fallon in, all save one eom.
partment, whieh happily remuins as a guide to tho architect, in caso a restoration
should be undertaken. Fands for the work are not altogether wanting, ag there is
now in the local treasury a doposit of more than Rs. 3000 availablo for the purpose.
This snm arises from the rents of the mn’afi village of Bhagosa, a pormanent endow-
ment, with regard to whieh, after long dispute, the Civil Court has deeided that it
must be expended strietly on the maintenanco of the templo and its serviees, and
eannot be appropriatod by the sharoholders to their own private uses It eould not
be dovoted to a botter pnrpose than the repair of the fabrie ; and in case of want of
unanimity among the shareholders a farthor order of the Conrt to that cffcet is all
that is reqnired.

On a mew king of Bengal (Alduddin Firdz Shih), and notes on the
Husaini kings of Bengal and their conquest of Chatgdon (Chittagong).
—DBy H. Brocumany, M. A., Caleutta Madrasah.

Some time ago, Mr. Walter M. Bourke sent me two Arabic and Persian
Inseriptions from Kalnah, on the Bhigirathi, one from a ruined mosque, and
the other from the Dargih of asaint of the name of Shiah Majlis. The latter
inscription bas not been decipliered, the stone being worn away; but the
name of Husain Shih was legible. The former, of which a yellowish impres-
sion had been taken, revealed the nameof a new king. It was, however,
too unelear to admit of more than a tentative reading, and I was fortunate
to obtain, in June last, two clear black impressions. The stone of this'
valuable inseription, I am informed, lies on the ground in front of a ruined
mosque, and is, like all inscriptions in this part of the countr , of blaek
basalt. The mosque, called the ¢ Shahi Maxjid,” lies outside Kalnah, about
half a mile from the river, and is overgrown with jungle. Oceasionally
prayers are read in it, and the Akddims in charge hold a fow bighahs of
land. The Dargéh, mentioned above, is called Shah Majlis Astdnah,' lies also
near the river, and is said to be under the Mutawalliship of the Mahdrdjah
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of Bardwin. Tt consists of a vault and a masjid, and is frequented
by numerous pilgrims. The only information regarding Shdh Majlis
(an Afghin namc) is that he fought with the Tindds and died a martyr,—
a legend repeated in almost every Astdnah in Lower Bengal.
The inseription is—
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This Jémi?’ Mosqne was built in tho time of the just king ’Aldnddunyd
waddin Abul Muzaffar Firdz Shah, the king, son of Nn¢rat Shél, the
king—may God perpetuate his kingdom and rulo! Erected by tho great and generous
Malik, Ulugh Masnad Khédn Mal ik, commandor and Vazir,—may God pre-
servo him in hoth worlds! Dated, 1st day of the blessed month of Ramazén, 939,
[27th March, 15337,

"This important inseription proves the existence of a new king, and helps
us to correet the histories as far as the death of N ugrat Shah is coneerned.
A few other valuable inscriptions of kings of the same dynasty having been
received by the Asiatic Society, T have used the opportunity to put
them together, and append a few notes on the chronology of the reigns of
Husain Shah and his descendants.  As they are Sayyids, they may be con-
veniently called ¢ the Husaini Dynasty.’

Anticipating the results amived at below, we have the following
genealogical tree—

‘Aldnddin Husain Shéh, son of Sayyid Ashraf ul-Hnsaini, 899 to 929, A IL.
l

"y : - . I oy
1. Dinydl, invades 2. Nigiruddin Nugrat 3. Ghidsnddin Mahmud

Asim in 9u4, and Shih(or Nagfb Shih), Shih, 040 to 944 ; dies

perishes, 929 to 93Y (murdered) in 945,

’Alduddin - Firtiz Shéh, Two sons, killed by Jaldl
939, (murdered by Mahméd Khin.
Shih).
Mr. E. Thomas (Uscful Tables, p. 312) has—

AH, AD. N

897 1491 Firfiz Shéh Habshi,

899 1494 Mabhmdd Shaly, son of FirGz Shah.

000 1495  Muzaffar Shah Habshi,

Yu3 1498 Alduddin Husain Shdh, son of Sayyid Aslwnf,

927 1521 Nugrat Shdl, son of Husain Shih.

910 1834 Malunddd Shdh, son of Husain Shih,

914 1537  Sher shih ‘
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In order to explain the diserepancies between the above tree and the
years given in Prinsep and all other histories, I shall take the kings singly.

1. ’dlduddin Husain Shih. T have fixed 899 A. H. as the first year
of his reign, on the testimony of Marsden’s coin (Marsden, p. 576), and I
extend it to the beginning of 929. The year 903, given by Prinsep, has
been obtained by adding the years assigned by the Tabagdt i Akbari and
Firishtul to 1irtz Shilh Mabshi's successors, of whom Muahmid Shih is
said to have reigned 1 year, and Muzafiar Shih 3 years 5 months.

Firishtuh says, Husain Shilh died in 927, after a reign of 27 years,—
so at least in the Lucknow edition, and in the Socicty’s M8, of the Riydz-
ussaldfén, from which Stewart compiled his ¢ History of Bengal! The
Riydz adds that the length of Husain Shil’s reign is variously given at 2,
27, and 29 years 5 months.  Of these thirce statements, Stewart and Prinsep
liave taken the first (24 years, from 903 to 927).  Firisitah counts 27 years,
2. e. from 900 to 927. The Tabagdl scoms to take the last (29 years 5
months) ; for it says that Husain Shdh died in 929 A, H.* T do not know
from which source the Riydz has taken the 29 years 5 months.”

Of several unpublished inscriptions of this king, I select the following,
which General Cunwingham found in Sunndrgion—
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Ged Almighty says, ¢ Surely ho will build the mosques of (tod who belicves in God
and tho last day, and who establishes prayer and gives the legul alms, and fears no
onc except God. Such perhaps shall belong to those that are guided” [Qoran, Ixi,
13]. The prophet—may God bless him !—has snid, * He who builds 8 mesque in this
world, shall have scventy castles built for him by God in paradise.’

This mosque was built in tho reign of the Sultin of the age, the heir of tho
kingdom of Solomon, ’Aldnddn nyd waddin Abul Munzaffar Husain
Shéh—May God perpetnate his kingdom and rule, and elevate his condition and
dignity, and vender, in cvery minute, his preof victorieus !—by the great and noble

* MS. 87 of the Asiatic Society’s Library, p. 1164, Thero aroe twe misprints on
this very point in the quarto and octavo editions of Stewart’s Histery of Bengal. In
the Tables prefixed te the work, 905 is mentioned as the year of Husain Shah’s
accession; and in Sect. iv, (pp. 109 and 71, resp.), the margin gives A, D. 1489,
for 1498,
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Khén, namely Khawdg Khén, governor of tho Land of Tipflirah and Vaair
of the District Mu’azzamibdd,—may God preserve him in both worlds ! Dated,
2nd Rabf’ 11, 919, [7th June, 1513.]

The inscription contains the phrase Jylim Aw'azzamdbéd, which Mr.
Thomas diseusses in his ¢ Chronicles of the Pathan Kings, p. 153. The
union of Tripurali (Tiparah) and Mu’azzamabid eonfirms my eonjeeture
that Mu'azzamdbad Dbelongs to Sunnirgdou. The form %83 is intended
to be Arabic for 8533,

The varions statements regarding the beginning of Husain Shah’s reign
are, no doubt, due to the fact that he was a usurper, and that his power,
therefore, extended gradually. One source, indeed, makes him murder
Muzaffar in his palaee ; but other sources speak of a great struggle, ending
in a great battle under the walls of Gaur, when Husain Shéh was victorious.

Another proof for the eorrcetness of the year 929 les in the faet
that the Tabaqit assigns to Nugrat Shih only eleven years as reigning
king.

There is some confusion regarding the real name of Husain Shih.
The Tabagat merely ealls him ’Aliuddin, the Jjuliés-name, whilst Firishtah
calls him Sayyid Sharif i Maklki, 7. e. Sharit fiom Makkah ; and Stewart
gives “Sherief Mecea,” evidently confirmed by a gratuitous remark of the
author of the Riydzussalitin, who, as he says, thinks that Husain’s father, or
one of his aneestors, might perbaps have been a Sharif of Meeca!* To make
the eonfusion greater, the £2iydx adds that he had seen “in some pamphlet
that Husain Shih and his brother Yasuf had eome with their father Sayyid
Ashraf Husaini from Tirmiz in Turkistin, and having aecidentally
eome to Bengal they had settled in the Rirah Distriet at Chindpir, where
they studied under the Qizi of the place. When the Qizi had eonvineed
himself of the nobility of their descent, he gave his daughter to Husain in
marriage, and introdueed him at the eourt of Munzaffar Shah, who made him
Vazir.”  None of the numerous inscriptions and eoins of Husain Shah eall
him Sayyid Sharif or “ Makki.”

Prince Danydl. He is mentioned by Badioni (I, 317) as having met
Sultin Sikandar Lodi as ambassador from his father Husain Shil, near the
town of Bihir, in 901 A. M. This is another and independent testimony
shewing that Husain’s reign eommeneed before 903 A. H., and that he was,
in fact, fully established in 901.

Diny#l is also mentioned in the following inseription which I owe to
the kindness of Maulawi *Abdul Jabbar, Deputy Magistrate, Munger. The
inscription is attuehed to the eastern wall of the Dargah of Shih Nifah,

* The Sharif, or ruler, of Makkah, is called Shardf ¢ Makkah, not Shorif i Makks,
The latter can only mean ‘g man of the name of Sharif, born in Makkah?
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which lies on an elevated spot, reached by a flight of steps, near the old wall
of Munger. At the foot, there are many tombs in a dilapidated state. The
Khadims of the Dargih say that when the fort of Munger was built,
or rebuilt, I’rince Danyil dreamed that a grave near the new wall emitted
a smell of musk. The grave was discovered, and the Prince built a vault
over it, for the inmate was evidently a saint. I7romn this eircumstance the
saint is up to this day called *Shih Nafah, from the Persian nafah, a
‘pod of musk.’
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¥u the name of God, the mercifal and the clemeut! A victory from God, and
a near favour, and announce the joyful tidings to the faithful [Qovén, lvi, 3]. Tho
erection of this vault (took place) in the reign of the just kiug, the Sayyid of Sayyids,
the receptacle of auspiciousness, ’Alduddunyd waddin Abul Mnzaffar
Husain Shah,—May God perpetuate his kingdom and rule! The builder of this
religious edifice is Prince Dénydl—may God Almighty preserve him in both
worlds ! A. H. 903 [A, D. 1497.98].

When I exhibited this inseription at the meeting of the Society in July
last, T alluded to the following passage from Prinsep’s Antiquities (Thomas’s
edition, Useful Tables, p. 273) regarding the invasion of Asdm by Husain
Shéh—

1498 Asédm invaded by Dulal Ghézi, son of Iusain Shéh
Musundar Ghazi
Sultin Ghiasuddin,

As ¢ Duldl Ghézi’ is searcely a Muhammadan name, the prinec alluded
to is evidently this Dinydl. A short description of the invasion was given
by me above, p. 79. The author of the Riydx gives a few particulars, but
without quoting his source. As Stewart has passed over the details,
Ttranslate the passage, asgiven in the MS. of the Riydz in the Asiatic Society’s
Library. “After having reduced the Réjahs of the Distriets as far as Opisd,
Husaiu took tribute from them. ~ After this, heresolved to invade the kingdom
of Asim, in the north-cast of Bengal, and he set out with a large army of
foot and a numerous flect, and entered the kingdom aud subdued it as
far as Kamwip and Kamtak and other districts, whieh were under powerful
Rajahs as Rip Nirdin, il (Pal ?2) Kunwar, Gosd Lak'han (?7) and Lachloni
Ndrain, and others, and collected much wealth from the eoncuered land,
so that the Afghdns, after destroying the palaces of those [Réjahs], creeted
palaces. The Rijah of the country, unable to withstand, withdrew to the
mountains. Sultin Husain left his son with a strong army in Asim to
complete the scttlement of the eountry, and returned victoriously to Bengal.
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After the return of the Sultdn, the Prince pacified and guarded the eonquered
country ; but when the rains set in, and the roads were elosed, the Rijah
issued with his men from the bills, surrounded the Prince, and cut oft his
supplies.  In a short time, they were all killed.”

It is not said who ¢ Musunddr Ghiz{’ and ¢ Sultin Ghidsuddin’ are,
whom Prinsep mentions as having gained a footing in Asim.

2. Ndgiruddin Nugrat Shikh. Historians also call him Nagib Shik,
but this name docs not oceur on inseriptions. I do not know whether the
Nagibpiir in Tingah is conneeted with his name.  His other name, Nugrat,
occurs often enough in Bengal geography, as also those of his brother
Mahnuid and his father Husain Shih,  We have—

L. Ilusainshdbi, in Maimansingh,
Nugratshili, in Pabnal, Jasar,
Malmadshiihi,* in Pabual, Jasar.
ITusaindbad, in Tandul and in the 24-Parganahs.
Nugratibid, in Ghordghdit.
Mahmidabid, o whole Sivkdr (Northern Jasar and Bosnal).
3. Husuinpdr, in Nadii, &e.
Nugibptr, in Tandah.
Mahmiddpir, in Dindjpar,
4. Husain Ujydl, in Nadii.
Nugrat Ujydl, in Maimansingh,

X

It may also be of intercst to remark here that the people of Chdtgion
(Chittagong) ascribe the first invasion of their District and their conversion
to Islém to Nugrat Shah. I extract the following passage from a Persian
History of Clidtaion, entitled ¢ Ahddis ul-Khawdnin® or ¢ Tarikh i Hamidi)
This History was written by the late Maulawi Hamidullah Khin Baladur,
and was printed last year at Caleutta (8vo., b1 pages, with 34 pages
of erruta and additions). It contains many interesting facts. The author
says (p. 17)—

In former days, wandering Fagirs and poor Muhammadang came to Chatgdon
district, and built opposite to Hindd shrines and Mug temples spurions graves,
giving out that they were tho resting. places of the renowned saints Biyazid of Bistdmt
and ’Abdal Qddir of Gilin, who never put their feet ou this hoeabhenish shore,
These faqirs mado someo money and attracted Muhammadan pilgrims from tho neigh.
bouring districts. And about 250 or 300 years ago, Ndgiruddin Nugratshih,
a kiug of Bengal, conquerod tho tevritory, tighting with the Mugs, and iutroduced in

* In consequence of tho Beugali spelling “ Mahamodshahee,” this name is often
corrupted o Muhammadshahi, Thus in Mr. Westland’s valuable Jessore Report,
¢ Husaindbdd” occurs on Husain Shih's coins.

T Vide Wostland’s Jessoro Report, p. 19, Ho calls him ¢ Bazid Bostau,’ ovideutly
a Beugali corrnption,
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Chitgdon Muhammadan rites, so that it became a Ddrul Tsldm, From ruins and
legends it would appear that this Nugrat Shéh Pddishah, who was a king or a prince
of Bengal, went after the destrnetion of Gaur, with a large number of Mnsalman and
Hindd emigrants, to Bastern Bengal, and attacked the Mugs, took their town, aud
made it a domicile for Iiis men, Tho reasou for hig emigration to theso parts was
this. Ono Alfd Husain{ of Baghddd, a descendant of Fitimah [the daughter of
the prophet], a great merchant, who possessed mnch wealth and mauy slaves and
owned fourteen ships, hnd repeatedly baeu to Chat raon, and ho nsod afterwards to o
to Bengual, where he urged the king to conquer the district. He also assisted him witl
ships and material, and thns raised tho standard of vietory (mugrat) in that country.
Husaini, for this reason, became the king's son-in-law, and lived honored and dis-
tingnished, 1In fact up to the beginning of the proseut timo, his descendants were
the aristocracy here, and tho late Mir Yalyd Islimdbadi, founder of tho well-known
Madrasah, Mulld Muw’inddin Sondipi, and others, traced their descont from Husaini, *###
Of the antiqnities which point to this religions king, 1 may montion Mauza’
Fatkdbdd, which was so called in remombrance of the conquest (fath), and also tho
great tank in Fathibdd, and the mosquo there, which was built of cnamelled bricks,
I have mysclf scen Nngrat's mosque with its coloured bricks ; but it is now brokon
and ruined and filled with rnbbish. 1is great tank, the length of which is 700 paces,
moro or less, still exists, but the water has bocomo bad, Ou acconnt of the wickod.-
ness of tho neighbouring people, the trade of tho place has declined, People also say
that a pucca honso stood noar it, which docayed and gobt covered with jungle and
was full of snakes, Hence people set it on fire, and burned it down with the serpents
and all.  Bat prior to Anrangzib’s conquest, no Muhammadan king besides Nugrat
Shéh is said to have como here,

Of tho antiquities from the time beforo tho Mughnl conquest, but after that of
Nngrat Shih, I must mention the old mosqne ncar Fathdbdd, iu Hat Hazdrj
(12 miles north of Cliitgéon]. A very strong pillar is said to stand in it, from
which water constantly trickles, The foundation of the town of Blialnah, and
the digging of tho Bhaluah tank, are generally referred to tho time of Nugrat
Shéh,

Of the inscriptions belonging to the reign of Nugrat Shah the earliest
is one found by General Cunningham on a mound near Sa’dipar, Sunndrgion,

I read it as follows :
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God Almighty says, ¢ 8nrely thoe Mosques belong to God ; worship no one clse be-

sides God. The prophet says, ¢ He who builds a mosque for God, secking thereby the
reward of God, will have one liko it built for him by God in Paradise,

43 0 B
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This mosque was built in the reign of tho great, the liheral king, the son of a
king, Nigiruddunya waddin Abul Mazalfar Nugrat 8hih, the king,
gon of Husain 8hih tho king, tho descendant of Insain [Al Husaini],—May God
continuo his kingdom and rule! It was erected, in order to ohtain tho reward of
God, together with tho well, by tho Malik ul Umard wal-Wuzard, the chief of tho
lawyers and teachers of the Wadis, Taqi nddin, son of ’Ain uddin, known as
Bédr Malik ul-Majlig, son of Mukhtér nl-Majlis, son of Sarwar. May God pro-
servo him in both worlds! In the year 929 A. H, [A. D. 1523]

1t is u pity that this inseription does not mention the month ; for if it
did, we could approximately fix the death of Husain and the accession of
Nugratshih,

Another inseription of Nugrat Shih, referring fo A. H. 936, was pub-
lished in this Journal, Vol. xxxix, 1870, p. 278, and I now add a reading of
the Qadam Rusil inscription of 937, of which the Society has reccived two
rubbings, onc from Mr. W. T.. Hecley, C. S., to whom the Socicty owes a large
collection of Gaur rubbings, and another by General Cunningham, whose
gplendid collection of Hindd and Muhammadan inseriptions of Upper India
and Bengal has just reached the Society.
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God Almighty says, ¢ Ho who brings the good deed, will bo rewarded ten fold.’
{Qordn, vi, 1617, This pure dais and its stonc, on which is the foot print of the Pro-
phet—DMay God bless him !—were put up by tho gront, generons king, the son of a
king, Nigiruddunyd waddin Abul Muzaffar Nugrat Shéh, the king,
son of Husain Shéh, tho king, sou of Sayyid Ashraf ul Husainf,—May God
perpetnate his kingdom and rulo, and clevato his condition and dignity ! In the
year 937, A, I, [A, D. 1530-31.]

The Riydz and Stewart give the date of the Qadam Rasitil to be A. H.
039, but the rubbing clearly shews 987,

Nugrat Shah was murdered by his ennuchs in 939. This year, though
not mentioned in the Ziyde, is yet implied by his account, whatever his
source may have been. The Tubagdit gives a short account of Nugrat’s reign
till 939, and then says—* After this, the history of the Bangilis has not
come to hand. Nagib Shih reigned eleven ycars, and shortly afterwards,
Bengal was taken by Sher Shih.”  1irishtal’s aceount is extraordinary and
unreliable,  He says that Nagib died in 943, but that the manner of his
death was unknown. e was succeeded by Mahmid, « Bangdli nobleman,
who being attacked by Sher Shéh fled to Humiyin. The Ziydz adds that
some historians say, Nucrat Shih reigned sixteen years, others thirteen,
nthers still less,
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8. 'Alduddin Firiz Shdk, son of Nugrat Shih. The Riydz is the
only history that mentions hini under the name of Firdz. His source
is unknown to me. The existence of this king is now proved by the above
inseription (p. 832). General Cunningham has had for some time in his
possession a sealing-wax impression of a coin belonging to this king, The coin
is, I believe, in the British Musewn. Stewart and Marsden give Firdz Shah
only threo months. The MS. of the Riydz in the Society’s Library unfor-
tunately appears to be defective in this part, the passage being—
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He hadreigned......(?) three years (?), when Sultin Mahmd of Boungal, one of the

eighteen sons of *Alduddin Hnsain Shih, who had becu raised by Nugrat Shéh to tho
position of an Amir, aud who during the lifo of Nugrat shih had been treated as such,
found an opportunity and killed Firdz Shah, and nscended the throno of royalty
among the heirs of hig father,

4. Ghiasuddin Makmid Shih, the last independent king of Bengal
(940 to 941).  He is the “ El Rey Mamud de Bengala” with whom Alfonso
de Mello made a treaty, as will be found in Barros' * Da Asia.’ When be-
sieged in Gaur by Sher Shal's army under Jalil Khin and Khawi¢ Khin,
he applied to Nunode Cuna, the governor of the Portuguese scttlements, for
help ; but the nine ships sent to him did not arrive in Bengal till after the
surrcnder of the city (9L1). DMahimnid’s fate is kvown the Tdrikh ¢ Sher
Shaki*  The Akbarndmak (Lucknow Edition, I, p. 181) calls Mahmad
“ Nagib Shah.”  According to the Riydz, Malhmiid died at K’halgdon (945),
from grief at the loss of his two sons or {rom the wounds he had received in
defending Gaur.

The only inscription that T have seen of Mahmad Shih is the following
from General Cunninghain’s collection. It refers to the building of a mosque
in Sa’dullahpir, Gaur, by a lady whose name is not mentioned,
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The Prophet says, ¢ Ho who builds a mosque for God, will have a house like it
built for him by God in Paradiso., This Jémi’ Mosque was built during the reign of

¥ Vide the translation of this interesting history by tho ITon’ble K. Q, Bayley,
in Dowson’s edition of Iilliot’s llistory of India, IV, pp. 860 and 364. The ¢ Bahr.
kindah’ mentioned there, is Bharkindah in Birbhiim (vide Ain text, I, 40C).
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tho king, the son of a king, Ghiisuddunys waddin Abul Muzaffar
Mahmidd Shibh, the king, son of Hugain Sh4h the king,—may God per-
petuate his kingdom and rnlo. Its builder is a lady,—May she long live, and may
God continuo her high position! 941 A, H. [A. D. 1534-35.]

~.

A Picnic in Ancient Indic.—By BABU RATENDRALATA MITRA.

The Vedas represent the ancient Indo-Aryans to have been eminently
religious in all their actions. According to them, every act of life had to be
accompanied by one or more mantras, and no one could vise from his bed,
or wash his facc, or brush his tecth, or drink a glass of water, without going
through a regular system of purifications, salutations, and prayers ; and if he
really did practice all the rites and ecremonies enjoined in those works, his life
doubtless must havo been an unbroken chain of religious obscrvances from
birth to burning-ground. It would seem, however, that the bulk of the
community did nothing of the kind. Certain sacraments and initiatory
rites everybody had to go through, and well-to-do persons had to celebrate
feasts and fasts from time to time ; but in all such cases, the heaviest bur-
den they had to bear was a pecuniary one, the nctual performance of the
ccremonics being left to the priesthood.  Before the Tdntric form of wor-
ship got cmrrency in the eountry, the S"ddra had literally nothing to do by
way of religions exercise beyond evineing a revevential devotion when he em-
ployed onc or more Brihmans to perform a saerifice, or get through a saera-
ment, and to salute and bow as often as required. No Vedic mantra could
be repeated by Lim even when offering water to the spirits of his ancestors,
and there was for him no other sct form of prayer wherewith to address the
Great Father of the universe.  The Vais'ya and the Kshatriya, as belonging
to the twice-born classes, and having the right to wear the sacrificial cord,
were ab liberty to repeat Vedic mantras, and had to repeat themn when going
through particular sacraments, or performing sraddhas ; but like the S'udvas
before the Téntric period, they had no regular service for daily obscrvance
beyond one or more salutations to the great soul of the sun, or the repetition
of the Gayatri. At the periodical feasts and fasts they, as Yajamdnas, or
the institutors of saerifices, provided the wherewithal to perform the rites
and cceremonials, iustalled the priests in their respective offices, and
recompensed them for their labour.  But in the aetual work of repeating
mantras, offering oblations, and going through the ritual, they took but
a slender share.

It was the Briahman only for whom the Vedas enjoined an endless
round of rites, ceremonies and observances, innumerable mantras for repetition
on different occasions, and a lost of fasts and penances extending from three



